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In the year 1717 a little bend of Germen Lutheran 
emigrents left the snores of the Fatherland and set sail 
with tne hope of finding a better country in the wilds of 
Pennsylvenie, The vessel thet was to bring them to 
Americayf stopped at London, end there her captein was 
imprisoned for several weeks on account of debt, By this 
delay a pert of the ship's provisions was consumed while 
in port, so thet meny of the passengers died of hunger 
while crossing the Atlentic, The remainder never reached 
their intended destinetion in Pennsylvenie, for a storm 
erose end they were driven far to the southwerd, The 
twenty femilies, comprising ebout eighty persons, who 
remeined after the trying end disestrous voyege finelly 
Seiled up tne Chesapeake Bey end Potomec river end lended 
probebly at Fredericksburg -- Strengers in ea strenge land 
-- wnere they were sold by the captsin of the shin to 
vey their cost of trensportetion, Governor Alexander 
Spottswood edvanced the money, and they beceme his in- 
dentured servents, He settled them on the south side of 
the Reniden River, near whet became known es "Germenne 
Ford", leter to become of further historical importance 
in the Civil Wer cempaigns eround Fredericksburg end 
Chancellorsville, This location is about 15 miles west of 
Fredericksburg, now on Virginia Stete Highway No, 3, at 
present in Orenge County, Three years prior to this, 
Spottswood hed esteblished at this seme spot a German 
Reform Colony, consisting of twelve families from Nassau- 
Siegen, 


Of the 1717 colony of Germen Lutherens, eight of the 
colonists nemes are definitely known; they were Christopher 
Zimmermen, Methew (Michael) Smith, mMicheel Cook, Andrew 
Kerker, Henry Snider, Christopher Perlur (later known as 
Berlow), Hans Berren Burger (Hernsburger), and John Motz, 


The other twelve of this colony are, in ell 
probebility, George Utz, Conrad Amburger, Belthaser 
Blenkenbaker, Michael Clore, George Sheible, George Mayer, 
Micheel Kaifer, Micheel Holt, Zacharias Fleshmen end 
Andrew Bullenger, The last twelve named together with 
Nicholas Yager, John Broyles, Philip Peulitz, Henry 
Snider, Micheel Smith end Micheel Cook were sued in the 
courts of Spotsylvania County in 1724 for their passage 
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money, which Colonel Spottswood cleimed was still due 

him for their transoortation, Three of them mede oath thet 
they ceme to this country in 1717, It might be logically 
concluded thet all of the eighteen involved in the liti- 
getion ceme.the seme yeer, 


The perticuler locality from whicn they came in 
Germeny is not definitely known; but from the naturalize- 
tion papers of Nicholas Yager and his son Adam, we ere 
informed thet Adam wes born near Dusseldorfin, in the 
Dukedom of Newburg, Germeny, end thet Nicholas wes e 
native of Hesse, In the Moravian diaries it is said that 
most of the colonists living in the neighborhood of Hebron 
Church in 1748 ceme from Wurtemburg; this mey or mey not 
aoply to the 1717 colonists,: A report vrinted et Weimer 
stetes tnat they ceme from Alsace, the Pelatinate, end 
neighboring districts, These stetements sre indefinite, 
et best, but it is improbeole thet future research wiil 
be eble to throw further light on the subject. The chief 
ceuse of the immigretion of this colony to America wes 
persecution, In a few words, the condition of Germany 
et this time wes as follows: The wars of Louis XIV end 
thet of the Spanish succession hed almost exneusted 
Germany, end especially those peovle along the border, 

In eddition to the wars, the extravagance of the rulers 
and the contention thet existed between tne religious 
sects ceused the colonists to seil to the New World; 
emong those who emigrated we find the colony of 1717. 


Governor Spottswood employed these Germans in his iron 
mines neer Germenna, end also et odd times they did e 
little forming; this proved of great assistance to them 
in the future, Their lot was e sad and bitter one at 
Germanna, and at last they decided to seek lend of their 
own, The voushed out into the wilderness and found the 
lend whicr they desired on tne banks of the Robinson River 
end White Oak Run in Medison (then Spotsylvenia) County, 
This decision on their vart was undoubtedly the reason 
for the court action of Colonel Spottswood, since he 
wished to retain them in his service, On April 235, 1724, 
George Utz and Zerchias Fleshmen laid a petition before 
the Colonial Council at Williamsburg in benalf of them- 
selves and fourteen other high-Germeans then living neer 
Germenna, in which they complain that Colonel Spottswood 
had unjustly sued them in the court of Spottsylvenia 
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County for the non-performance of a certain agreement 
oretended to have been entered into with him in considera- 
tion of money edvanced them for transportetion to this 
country. Most of these suits against the Germans were 
epperently dismissed by the court, 


In moving from Germenne to their future home, they 
moved up the Rapiden River, crossing this streen, 
eccording to tradition, at the old German ford just below 
Medison Mills, They pushed towards the mountains in the 
distance until they vassed the soot where Medison Court- 
nouse now stands; nere they came to a helt and settled 
on both sides of tne Robinson River end White Oek Run 
within @ circle with a redius of ebout eight miles, 

The plece of their settlement is described in the old 
records as being et "Smith's Island", for White Oek Run 
wes first celled "Island Run", because of an islend which 
wes then situeted near it's mouth, All of the deed of 
this pericd are Gescribed by their nosition on Islend 
Run, 


All cf the colonists did not move et the same time, 
Tradition hes preserved thirteen surnemes which ere said 
to be in the first »erty to move, They ere: Utz, Aylor, 
Crigler, Blenkenbaker, Caroenter, Zimmermen, Finks, 
Eofimen, Clore, Yager, Weylend, Souther, Crisler end 
Weaver, By 1728 the settlement numbered etbout three 
nundred, 


The time of the removel of the first settlers 
cennot be fixed definitely; however, it certeinly wes 
not eerlie: then 25 Avril, 1724, for it is Known that 
they were all living neer Germenna on tnet dete, It 
could not heve ceen leter than 24 June 1726, for the 
first lands were vetented on that date, From certein 
court orders, granting some of the Germans, the 
privilece Of meking roads from Germanne to Smith's Island, 
we mey conclude thet the settlement began ecout 1725, 


The nemes of the Germans who first petented lend on 
the Robinson River end White Oek Run are: George Utz, 
Micheel and John Tanner (the first time thet the neme 
Tenner appears in the records), Zacharias Fleshman, 
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Henry Snider, Mattheas, Nicholes and Belthaser 
Blankenbaker, George Sheible, Nicholas Yager, Christopher 
Zimmermen, Michael Smith, Jacob Crigler, Micheel Clore, 
Michael Cook, George Meyer, George Woodrodf, Matthies 
‘Berlow, Michael’ Kaifer, William Caroenter, and Micheel 
‘Holt, Two days later John Motz end John Hernsburger 
bought land, These patents were deted 24 June, 1726, 

Then on September 28, 1728,. Robert Tanner,- John Rouse, 
Michael Crisler, end others patented land,.. Andrew Garr 
also patented lend on 3 October 17354, 


This colony, trensplented to more congenial soil 
on the western frontier, beceme for _a& time the advance 
guerd of westward civilization, There wes no white 
settlement between them end the Pacific Oceen, The 
vest wilderness surrounded thems’ settlements of Indians 
are seid to have existed ata distence Ol; aDOULSLOrUy 
miles,. The Indians sometimes cemped nearby, visiting 
the settlers, end sometimes even ellowed themselves to 
be coaxed into their homes, The tradition is still 
preserved that from the.old church the smoke of their 
cemofires could be seen, end that guards were placed 6 
eround the church to. protect, the worshipers. against an 
unexpected etteck, 


, The first work of the settlers was to build e fort 
end stockede.-on the north side of the Robinson River, on 
whet’ wes, inf 1938, known as the "Thornton Utz farm", 
on lend which hed been vetented by George Utz, This 
fort wes used as nrotection egeinst Indiens, and also . 
es a church, A school, purported to be: the first 
school for white children in the state of Virginie wes 
sterted, 


About the yeer 1725 the "Germen Chapel". wes built, 
The old records, show that, in the yeer:1760,.Lord 
Feirfax mede a grent of lend to Jonn Cerpenter, in which 
one line of the survey is described as meeting Georse 
Utz's line et the. "plece.. where the German Chepel stood", 
Research proves thet the "01d German Chepel" occupied the 
same site es thet Sang occupied by the Hebron Lutheren 
Church, , 


The work of building the Hebron Lutheren Church wes 
compteted about tne yeer 1740; end altter of thanks, 
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deted 29 August 1740, end signed by George Utz end five 
ether members, was addressed to all who had assisted 
finencieliy inf ite construttion, On ele July 1739, a 
ferm ef 685 ecres was bought from Themas Fermer for 
five shillings sterling end deeded to George Utz and 
Micneel Clere, trustees for the German congregetion. 


Tnenceforth, tne colony prospered and continued 

to gErow, as the originel femilies increased end ek 
settlers arrived, The nemes of Utz end Tenner continue 
to be vrominent in lecel end church affeirs down througn 
thei yeers, coin the Revolutionery War Ephraim Utz, Abrahem 
Tenner end Jecob Tenner ere known to have served, but no 
deteils are known of their militery careers, No records 
exist showing whet the Medison Qounty inhebitents did 
eee the war of 1812 or the Mexican wer, but it is 

nown thet a considereble number of men fron tne locelity 
Were ineaneeeervice .-.°The Civil Wer recerds ore replete 
with tne nemes of both Utz end Tanner, from Madison 
County, ell, of course,-in the Confederete ermy, 


The earliest ancesters to whom we can trece direct 
lineage ere MATHIAS HOUSE, EPHRAIM TANNER (1778-1846) 
-- his son-in-law, end ABSALOM UTZ, There is ne reason, 
however, to doubt that Absalom Utz wes a direct des- 
cendant of the George Utz who ceme to Virginia in 1717, 
or thet Envhraim Tenner wes.a direct: descendant ef either 
Micheel, John or Rebert Tenner, who ere recorded as 
having netented lend in Medison County in the 1720's. 
JEMIY 4 BLANKENBAKER, who married ASSALOM UTZ, was a direct 
desc’ dant of ADAM GARR, who wes born in Hollend in the 
L7th -enturyer She is listed in thes "GARR GENEALOGY", 
pudlasued copies of whicn were still extent in Medison 
County in 1937... MATHI4S HOUSE was the fether of SUSANNA, 
who married EPHRAIM TANNER, In 1937 I personally 
examined the original marriege Ebenae Or! contract; of 
Eohreim Tanner and Susanna House, dated 40 Jenuery 1801, 
It wes signed by Xphreim Tanner, the bride-groom, and 
by the bride's father, Methias House. It is vreserved 
in the office of the County Clerk ef ‘Medison County, 
at Medison Court House, Virginie. 


A constitution ef the Hebron Lutheren Church, 
written in the Cermen language end bearing the dete 1776, 
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is also on file at tne ebove slace, end, among others, is 
signed by the following: George Utz, Sr., George Utz, Ur., 
end Epyhreim Utz; end by Jacob, Simeon, Moses, Aeron end 
Williem Tanner, 


Our family nemes underwent e chenge shortly efter 
their arrival in America, UTZ is the Anglicization of 
the Germen "OUDS" end the originel spelling of TANNER 
wes "TUNNER" 


About the yeer 1800 Ludwig Rouse ventured as far 
westward as whet is now 3oone County, Kentucky, He returned 
to Madison where he praised the west, declered his intention 
to meke his heme there, and deperted for Kentucky egain, 
Williem Cerpenter meade a horsebeck journey to Boone County 
in 1804, In that same yeer Ludwig Rouse returned to 
Medison, Virginia, egain, for his betrothed wife, where 
his success in Kentucky caused considerable excitement, 
end finelly, on 8 October, 1805, fourteen men, with 
their families, started for Boone County, Kentucky, in 
Calistoga wagons, They were: HPHRAIM TANNER end his 
wife SUSANNA; Solomon Hoffmen end his wife Hlizabeth; 

George Rouse and his wife; Johennes Hens end his wife; 
Ferdinend Zimmerman and his wife Rose; Johennes Rouse 

end his wife Nancy; Benjamin Aylor; Simeon Tenner; 

Josieh Zimmermen; and Jeremiah Carpenter, After a journey 
ef forty-nine deys shey arrived at their destination, ¢6n 
20 November 1808, Three deys later, on 28 November, 1805, 
a son, SIMEON H, TANNER, wes born to SUSANNA and EPHRAIM 


“TANNER, 


EPHRAIM TANNER settled on lend which, at present, 
(1941) is celled the "Perry Utz place", end is on Highway 
42, ebout a mile and a half soutn of Florence, where he 
built a log cebin, This original cebin is still stending, 
in a field ebout two hundred yards east ef the road, 
Sheds heve been built on two sides of it, edapting it Te 
use eS a barn, but the central portion is the originel 
log structure, Both HZPHRAIM and SUSANNA TANNER.were 
i vied in the femily cemetery at this place, a hundred 
27erds or so in reer of the house, where the stones still 
stand, 


EPHRAIM and SUSANNA TANN@R were the oerents of 
thirteen children, They were as follews: a deughter 
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merried Eli Cerpenter; Mery, merried Noeh Surfece (Whose 
children were Eli, John and Ben); Znos; Benjemin; Joshua; 
Moses; Aeron; Celeb; Joel; Enhraim Jr.; Frences; Rodie 
(married en Aylor); end SIMEON 4, 


SIMZON H, TANNER (28 November 1805 - 1 April 18S$1) 
wes merried twice, “His first wife was ReBECCA GATTEN 
(28 August 1809 - 11 Mey 1847), end their children were; 
Lavine, who married Jecob Floyd (the varents of Ben 
Floyd); SUSAN, who married ABSALOM JEFFERSON UTZ; Ellen, 
whe married Jemes (Uncle Jim) Smith; Julie Ann (or 
Julian), whe married Bennett Craven; Rebecca, who married 
David Houston; Nosh, whe moved to Missouri; Williem: 
end Merriman, The second wife of Simeon H, Tanner was 
Rachel Black, end their childrén were Levi, Ezra, Moses, 
Amenda end Luther (Uncle Lute). 


In 1806 the colonists who emigrated from Medison 

County, Virginie, erected e church which they celled 
"Sopveful", the deughter of old Hebron Lutheran Church in 
Virginia, The first pastor of Hopeful Church wes the Rev, 
Williem Carventer, who had been pestor of the mother Church, 
and who ceme from Virginia in I8135, Both the UTZ and 
TANNER femilies continued to follow the Lutheran Church 
down to end to include A.J, and SUSAN UTZ, who ere both.buried 
in the Hopeful cemetery, H#DWARD cs, UTZ, although oa 
member of the Baptist Church at Big Bone, wes also burted 
at dopeful, in the femily lot, 


It is not known when ABSALOM UTZ came to Kentucky, 
In Deed Book. 7, vege 60, at Madison, Virginia, there is 
recorded the fact that, on 14 April 1820, Absalom Utz 
and his wife, Jemima, deeded to John Weaver 159 acres of 
lend for $1112. This deed wes "signed, sealed and de- 
livered in the presence of David Utz", This lend had been 
purchased on 2e Jenuary 1795, as evidenced by an entry 
on page 181 of Deed Book No, 1 at Medison, These fects 
may or mey not mean that Absalom and his son Devid were 
still in Virginia at the time of the trensection, but it 
would seem logical to suppose that they would wish to 
dispose of ell their property in Virginie prior to emigre- 
ting to Kentucky, This supposition would seem to vlace 
their errival in Kentucky in the year 1820 -- but it is 
Onis BUpDOeteion, It is Known thet A.J. UTZ, David's 
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son,was born in Kantucky, in the yeer 1828, 


The two known children of ABSALOM and JEMIMA UTZ 
are DAVID (31 May 1799 - 31 August 1881) and Abel. A 
Deughter of Abel was Jurita E,, who married Franklin H, 
Smith; Willie Smith wes their son, and Emerson Smith 
the son of Willie, — 


DAVID UTZ married ELIZABETH ADAMS (16 October 1808- 
10 May 1870), and their children were as follows: Cerila, 
who married Caleb Cercenter; John; Thomas, who married 
Elizabeth Rouse, and who were the parents of Harvey Utz; 
David Jr,; ABSALOM JaFFERSON; Frances, who married 
Jeremish Beemon; Jemima, who married Williem (Uncle Bill) 
Tanner; Delila (Aunt Lile) who married Ephraim J, Utz; end 
Louise, who married Martin Rouse, 


ELIZABETH ADAMS was the daughter of Thomes and 
Alletta Adems the latter being a PEEK before marriege, 
They apparently lived most of their lives in Grant County, 
Kentucky, and are buried there, elthough it is believed 
thet they lived for e time in Boone County, Their 
children, besides ELIZABETH, were: Mery, who married :: 
Micejah Stepnens, the warents of Erastus; Nellie, who 


married a WELDON; Alletta, who married a Metcalfe; Hampton; 


Dee; Robert; Jonn; and Presley Peek, the latter being 
the father of Blufe, Dr, Samuel M., Mary Jane (Ossman) 
Elizabeth (Smith), end Hampton — the father of Rose. 
Erastus Stephens, mentioned above as the son of Micajah 
Stephens and-Mary Adams, was the father of Mery, who 
married Joseph Love; their daughter is May, who married 
Cum Bristow, and who ere the parents of Mattie, who 
married E, Warren Utz, 


Little is now known of David and Elizabeth Utz; they 
are known to have lived on what is now the Conner place, 
half—-a—-mile. north of Union, for a time, end A.J, Utz may 
have been ‘born there, Both David and Elizabeth are 
buried on the "Uncle Bill Tanner place", near the point 
where U.S, 42 crosses Gunpowder Creek between Florence 
and Union, Kentucky, The old family cemetery is on the 
“south side ef the creek, back of the old brick house, and 
their head-stones are still well preserved, 


ABSALOM JEFFERSON UTZ (16 April 1828 - 23 Jenuary 
1902) , commonly known as "Uncle Jeff Utz", married on 
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18 September 1849, SUSAN TANNER (24 July 1831 - 30 
November 1919). He was a farmer and stock trader, end 
fer a time, in the 1890's, ran a livery stablé in 
Erlenger Kentucky. It is believed that ell of their 
children were born at a pleee on unper Gunpewder Creek, 
between the Union-Flerence road end the Mount Zion road, 
Shortly efter the Civil wer, sbout the yeer 1867, they. 
moved to the farm eoout four miles west of Jnion on the 
"Rising Sun Grede", where they soent the rest of their 
tives witn the exception of tne time in Erlenger et the 
livery steble. Both Jeff and Susan Utz died at this 
farm, Their children were: Liberty Ann (21 Februery 1851- 
20 February 1875), whe, on 1 Seotember 1868 married John 
H, Aylor, end they were tne oerents of Ira Aylor; David 
Simeon (1 Februery 1853 - 15 August 1854); Mericus 


_ Alonzo known es "Lon" (7 April 1854 - 14 August 1932), 


wno married Mery tlle Gerrison on 18 February 1875, 

end they were the parents of Leslie Huey Utz; Tendy Lee 
(15 December 1856 - 12August 1908), who married Carrie 
Joiunson on 15 November 1679, end they were the, verents 

of Cleude Merlin end Jessie Lee Utz, end after the 

death of his first wife merried Cerrie Pearson, end they 
were the perents of Alan end Mary Utz; and BDWAAD EVnRsTT, 


EDWARD EVERETT UTZ (23 Jenuery 1861 - 17 Marcn 1938) 
soent most of his youth on the farm west of Union on 
"Buffelo Ridge", He received a feirly good educetion for 
the »eriod, ‘attending school at White Heven end Union, 

On 25 May 1887 he was married at Glencoe, to ALLIE 
KENDALL. CASTLEMAN (born 12 October 1864), end they lived 
SUeeeeeeewith nis serents, until the following Merch 1868, 
when they went to housekeeping in a log cebin in tne forks 
of tne roed one helf miles east of Big Bone Baptist 
Church, on what.is now the Garrison nlace, where they -. 
lived 2 year, In werch of 1889 they moved to the present 
home on "Buffalo Ridge", 33 miles west of Union, which 

he hed ourchased from his brother, Lee Utz, There ell 
their children were born, end there Ed Utz died on 

17 wMerch 1938, heving lived on the home »lece fer 49 
yeers, He like his father, Jeff Utz, was e farmer and 
stock trader, He alweys raised a crev of tobacco, also, 
corn, end never feiled to heve considereble hey to harvest, 
During mest of his life he made it a practice, alse, to 
buy up lambs end cattle, which ne would texe to the 
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Cincinnati stock yards end re-sell.’ At ae time of his 
deethi he owned close to 400 ecres of le in which 

was included his fether's old fern, Hoe wee @2 life-long 
Democret but voted for Hoover in 1928, Wes e member of 

the Grenge when thet lodge flourished in Kentucky, in the 
lete 19th end eerly 2Oth centuries, For many yeers he 

was Superintendent of the Sundey School et Big Bone 

Beptist Chureh, The children of Edward HE, end Allie K, 

Utz, together with the detes of their birth, are: David 
Frenxlin (31 Merch 1889); Jerferson Stanley (11 July 1992), 
who married Zva Pearl Sebree on 6 Januery 1915 and heve 

one son Jey; Hdwerd Warren (12December 1894), who married 
Mattie Leve ‘Bristow on 4 June 1919; Lee Norris (5 August 
1899), who merried Marjorie Adeline Hellerman on 31 
Jenuary 1932 at Yuma, Arizone, and have two children, 
Lois Virginia (28 November 1954) and Robert Lee (5 
September 1936); Nennie Ketherine (6 Mey 1904) and 
Virginia Ford (7July 1907) who married Howard Clegg 


Ongii/Decemoer 1926, end they heve,.feur,children - iL 4 Edwe 
Billie, roere/’ Tommie end Vergil Weare pe Zab 
Wittinn M9 Serpe Tiage fee — Vageiyhen! ie KAU en GY St Oe et, 

Ye, 247The Airect line con descenfent g open ose vom Utz. and 

Bphraim Tenner is es follows: 
Abselom Utz Bohraim Tenner (1778-1846) 
Devid Utz (1799-1881) Simeon ‘H, Tenner (1805-1891) 
Avsalom. Jefferson Utz Susen(Tenner)Utz (1831-1919) 


(1828-1902). 


Edward Everett Utz 
(1861-1958) 


History ef-Hebron Lutneren Church, Rev, W.P, Huddle, 
Henkel & Co., New Market, Ve., 1908, 

A History of Medison County, Va., ©0,.L. Yowell, Snenendoeh 
Paeeresiinpauo,  ouresbure., Ve, , 1926. 

The. Lutheren Church in Virginia, 1776-1876, D.M, Gilbert, 

History of the Lutheran Churches in Boone County, Ky. 

Virginia Megazine of History end Biogreshy. 

Morevian Dieries of Trevel through Virginie, 

Herly Westwerd Movement or Virginie. 
The Germens in Medison County, ‘Virginia, 
Acte-Historiesa-Ecclesiastica, Vol III, Weimer, 1758, 
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Absalom Utz 


Died: 31 Aug 1881 


David Utz ‘Born in Madison Co., Va. 
{Born: 31 Mar 1799 ‘Jemima Blankenbaker 
Absalom Jefferson Utz | 


Born in Madison Cee ae 
Born: 16 April 1828 


Boone Co., Ky. 


Thomas Adams 
Married: 18 Sept 1849 | Blizaheth Adams ; 
Died: 23-Jan 1902 Born: 16 Oct 1808 


‘Alletta Peek 
Died: 10 May 1870 


Edward Everett Utz 


Born: 23 Jan 1861 
Boone Co., Ky 


Married: 25 Mar 1887 


, Ephraim Tanner 
Virginia Died: 17 Mar 1938 Simeon H, Tanner : 15 Noy 1778 — 25 Oct 1846 
Ford Utz Born: 2¢ Nov 1805 : Susanna House 
Born: 7Jul.’07 Susan Tanner Died: 1 April 1891 e0 Nov 1784 -~ 12 Oat 18738 
Where Union, Ky. Born: 24 July 1831 
Married:!| Delc./26 Boene Co., Ky. é Gatten 
Died: Died: 30 Nov 1919 Rebecca Gatten . 
Born: 28 Aug 1809 : Wea 
Died: 11 May 1847 SS 
Howard Clegg; 
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